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By Carolyn Stark s
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Par ents in a Huntley-based sc hool
district w ere war ned F rida y to pr e-
par e for a teac her s strik e even
though both sides are committed to
avoiding one, officials said.

The war ning was in a letter tha t
Huntley Consolidated School Dis-
trict 158 Supt. J ohn Bur key posted
on the district's Web site .

The Huntley Educa tion Associa-
tion authoriz ed its ne gotia ting team
this week to call for a strik e. 

However , a union official said F ri-
day tha t the teachers will show up
for the first day of class Monday
with or without a contract.

ªW e are absolutel y planning to
star t school with our students,º said
Britt Cr owe, union spok eswoman.

The teachers attended their first
tw o days of school on T hursda y and
Friday.

Burk ey told parents that he ask ed
the union, without success , to pr o-
vide 48 hours' notice bef or e a strik e.

School boar d officials said they
hoped to meet with the union on
Sunday, but nothing was settled b y
late Friday.

Negotia tions with the 570-mem-
ber union be gan in F ebruary . The
district's contract with teac hers ex-
pir ed June 30. The tw o sides have
been at odds over economic issues ,
whic h include salary, health ben-
efits and pension contrib utions.

District 158 has an enrollment of
about 8,200 students in pr ekinder-
gar ten thr ough high school in f ast-
gro wing Huntley, Algonquin and
Lak e in the Hills .

The union r ejected the Sc hool
Boar d's final offer on Tuesda y, but
pr esented a counter pr oposal, w hich
the board anal yzed during a f our-
hour c losed meeting T hursday
night. No action was tak en.

School Board Pr esident Sha wn
Gr een said the board will contin ue
to ne gotiate , but will not b udge on
the total cost of the pac kage.

ªW e stand by our best and final of-
fer,º Green said F riday . ªWe'r e not
adding mor e total dollars to the
package.º
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Huntley
district
cautions
of strike

By Mark Shuman
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Rising from cor nfields , the gleam-
ing new Hampshir e High School fea-
tur es five art la bs, a 2,500-seat gym-
nasium and eco-friendl y features
such as lights tha t turn on when
someone enters a r oom.

The $77 million f acility , whic h will
be dedicated Sunda y, officially
opens Sept. 4, but some students al-
read y are ea ger to take a look.

ªI almost feel like we don't deserv e
it, that I'm walking into `High
School Musical' or something,º said
Kayla Carbone , a junior and c heer-
leader who plans to lead tours Sun-
day. 

Funds f or the building a t 1600 E.
Big Timber Rd. became available
when Community Unit District 300
voters a pprov ed a $185 million
school r efer endum question in 2006,
of ficials said.

The old Hampshir e High b uilding,
built in 1953, will continue to house
Hampshir e Middle School. 

Designed to accommodate 2,500
students , the new high sc hool will
star t out with about 895 students. 

The school will offer expanded in-
dustrial ar ts ar eas, inc luding space
for w oodwor king, auto mec hanics,
welding, residential wiring and
computer -aided dra wing. A f amily
consumer science area also will f a-
cilita te new cooking, sewing, par-
enting and child care c lasses.

Larg er science la bs will help ph ys-
ics and en vir onmental science
classes, and the auditorium means
new English of ferings and acting
classes, said principal Chuck Bum-
bales. 

The district's two other high
schools , Jacobs in Algonquin and
Dundee-Cro wn in Car pentersville,
also benefited fr om the r eferendum
question with additions last sum-
mer, said School Board Pr esident
Joe Stevens.

The dedication Sunday will be
held at 2:30 p.m.

Villag e President J eff Ma gnussen
r ecalled that when he first mo ved to
Hampshir e about 13 years a go, he
saw a roadside sign that listed the
popula tion as 1,200. 

Since then, the figur e has hit 5,000
and should be twice that b y 2014, he
said.

$77 million
school ready
in Hampshire

By Art B arnum
TRIBUNE REPORTER

A West Chicago man with a his-
tory of mental illness , whose unpr o-
vok ed 2006 attac k on an elder ly cou-
ple led to the woman's death mor e
than a y ear la ter, was found not
guilty F rida y by reason of insanity . 

DuPag e County J udge George Ba-
kalis said that he was tr oub led by
his v erdict for David Mar tinez-
Villar eal, but that the evidence pre-

sented at a benc h trial this w eek by
both the state and the defense
show ed Martinez-Villar eal was in-
sane.

Martinez-Villar eal, 23, attacked
James Ellberg, 65, and his wife, Mi-
reille , 72, of West Chica go on Jan. 6,
2006, as they were feeding birds in a
par king lot outside his a partment.
He punched both victims, then ran
over Mir eille Ellberg with the cou-
ple's pic kup tr uck. She r emained in
a coma until she died Mar ch 1, 2007.

Accor ding to testimon y Monda y,
Martinez-Villar eal told mental
health exper ts that voices told him
tha t the couple ªw ere descendants
of Spaniards a t the time of the con-

quest of Mexico .º
Bakalis said that he was con-

cer ned tha t Mar tinez-Villareal,
shortl y after the a ttac k, f alsely
claimed the couple had hit him
with their v ehicle . 

Martinez-Villar eal, who is taking
dail y psy chotr opic medica tions
and will remain incar cera ted, will
be evalua ted by sta te mental health
experts . Bakalis will deter mine his
trea tment this y ear. 

Although he could be r eleased
fr om custod y after successful tr eat-
ment, that would r equir e a hearing
befor e a judg e. State law allows de-
fendants found not guilty of mur der
by reason of insanity to be held f or

60 years, the length of a prison
term . 

ªHe needs to be tr eated,º said As-
sistant Public Defender J effrey
Yor k. 

Yor k cited mental exams fr om
tw o cour t-appointed experts tha t
Martinez-Villar eal suffer ed fr om
sever e schizophr enia, severe
chr onic psy chosis , ir ra tional delu-
sions , hallucinations and se vere
manic e pisodes.

Although Mar tinez-Villar eal has
no criminal history, he has suf fered
fr om sever e chr onic psy chotic dis-
or ders since he was 16, Y ork said.
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Slaying suspect ruled insane
Man was charged in
W. Chicago beating

By Gerry Smith
TRIBUNE REPORTER

With almost e very new disco very
of the emerald ash borer comes a
swift funeral: infected ash tr ees are
felled, tossed in a wood c hipper and
used for mulc h.

But e ven as the metallic g reen
beetle has br oken tree lo vers'
hearts , its victims are being r eused
in e verything from Little Lea gue
baseball bats to r enewab le energ y. 

In the latest example, the Mor ton
Arbor etum in Lisle will pr esent an
exhibition this w eekend featuring
furnitur e made from infected ash
tr ees across the Chicago ar ea.

The show, ªRising fr om Ashes ,º
is part of a broader ef for t to bring
attention to making better use of
the urban f or est. If urban timber
could be r eused instead of tur ned
into mulc h, it could sa tisfy a bout 30
per cent of the country's har dwood
needs, according to Ste phen Bra t-
kovic h, a for est products specialist
with the USDA F or est Service .

The ash borer kills the tr ee, but
the beetle b urro ws through onl y
the outer por tion of the bark, lea v-
ing most of the w ood undama ged
and usable.

ªTha t ash tree is going to need to
come down r egardless ,º said Br uce
Horig an, co-owner of Horigan Ur-
ban For est Products in Sk okie,
whose company specializes in
tur ning trees fr om urban and sub-
urban areas into lumber. ªIf y ou
use wood fr om tha t tr ee, ther e's an-
other tree some wher e else that
didn't ha ve to get cut do wn.º

The exhibition marks the end of
another de vasta ting summer f or
ash trees in the Chicago area. Mor e
than 50 municipalities in IllinoisÐ
mostl y in the Chica go areaÐhave
been infested with the ash bor er, ac-
cor ding to the Illinois De partment
of Ag riculture.

The pesky insect turned up f or
the first time in Chicago in J une,
and r ecentl y has been disco vered
in Ri ver For est, Burr Ridg e, Oak
Park and Sugar Gr ove.

First found in Mic hig an in 2002,
the half-inch emerald ash bor er has
swept across the Mid west with as-
tonishing quic kness , destr oying
mor e than 20 million ash tr ees. 

Furnitur e is not the only wa y ash
tr ees are finding second li ves. In
Wilmette , infected tr ees have been
tur ned into ba ts for a local y outh
baseball pr ogram. And in south
suburban R obbins , the branches of
infected tr ees could be used f or a
wood-bur ning po wer plant set to go
online next spring. 

Not onl y will the plant use a r e-
newab le fuel sour ce, but the f acility
will cr eate about 60 constr uction
jobs and 30 to 35 per manent jobs in
the lo w-income community , said Ed
Kalebic h, chief ex ecutiv e officer of
Robbins Community P ower.

Kalebic h said he has talk ed with
several sub urban municipalities
about using his f acility as an outlet
for wood waste . The power will be
distrib uted to the Commonw ealth
Edison electricity g rid.

ªUnfortunatel y it's kind of
timel y r elativ e to the emerald ash
bor er pr oblems with a lot of our ash
trees ,º Kalebic h said. ªBut if w e

could tur n it into electricity and en-
erg y to po wer up b usinesses and
homes , then it's a good use .º

But ther e is no system in place to
harv est and mar ket urban timber .
At the Illinois Institute of T echnol-
ogy, about a do zen students just
completed an eight-w eek course on
developing a b usiness model for do-
ing so . Last y ear, the Morton Arbo-
r etum r eceiv ed a $100,000 federal
grant to address se veral obstac les,
said Edith Makra, a community
tr ee advocate at Morton Arbo-
r etum. 

For one , urban arborists don't
cut trees into long logs of usa ble
lumber because it is difficult to do
safely. In addition, not man y w ood-
work ers use ash because it doesn't
hav e the appeal of red oak and other
types of w ood.

ªAsh has gotten a bad ra p,º Hori-
gan said. ªW e'r e trying to get peo-
ple to understand tha t ash is a gor-
geous wood.º

The tra veling exhibition at the
Mor ton Arboretum fea tur es 29 ta-
bles, chairs and dr essersÐall made
of ash w oodÐa t prices ranging
fr om $1,000 to more than $7,000.

Woodwork ers say ash is a ttrac-
tiv e wood and easy to w ork with, of-
fering light or dark hues of tan,
bro wn or cr eamy w hite de pending
on w hic h part of the tree is used.

ªIt's per ceiv ed to be kind of a
common w ood, but tha t's not tr ue,º
said Dolly Spra gins , a fur nitur e de-
signer w ho built a chair from w hat
she belie ves is wood fr om infected
ash tr ees in Wilmette . ªIt's beauti-
ful and it has a lot of v ariety of ho w
it can look, w hic h for a fur niture
designer is w onderful.º

For r esidents , the exhibition is a
way of softening the emotional
blow of losing ash tr ees. Tr ee lovers
expr ess deep affection for ash f or
its vibrant f all colors, par ticularly
white ash, w hic h bursts into pur ple
hues in autumn. 

ªIf that's a tree you know and it
means something to you, this is an
oppor tunity to k eep tha t ali ve as a
piece of fur nitur e tha t you can
use,º said Edith Makra, a commu-
nity tree ad vocate at Morton Arbo-
r etum. ªIt tells a g reat story.º 
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A side table crafted from ash tr ees. Woodw orking experts pr aise the quality of ash.

Tribune phot os by Milbert O. Br own

This table f eatur ed at the Morton Arboretum is made from tr ees destroy ed because of emerald ash bor ers.

From insect casualty
to handmade luxury

Another piece included in ªRising
fr om the A shes.º 

Exhibit at Morton
Arboretum
showcases pieces
made from ash
borer-infected trees

Bail was set F rida y at $2 million
for a Round Lak e man accused of
fatall y sta bbing another man this
week, Lake County pr osecutors
said.

Authorities say James Webb, 23,
stabbed Waukeg an resident Cy-
dric Jones during an argument
earl y Wednesday in Round Lak e
Beach, Deputy J eff Pavletic said.
Bleeding fr om a stab wound to his
left side, J ones, 36, stumbled to a
home in the 1500 b lock of Kildeer
Driv e and knoc ked on the door
about 1 a.m., a pparentl y seeking
help , authorities said. 

Befor e losing consciousness
and dying a bout an hour la ter,
Jones pro vided details tha t
helped lead police to the suspect,
authorities said.

Pavletic said in vestiga tors with
the Lake County Major Crime
Task For ce intervie wed witnesses
who spok e with W ebb befor e and
after the attac k. The witnesses
quoted W ebb as saying, ªI'm gon-
na stic k [J ones],º bef or e the at-
tack, Pavletic said, adding that an-
other witness told police that af-
ter the a ttac k Webb said, ªI br oke
the knife off in him.º

$2 million bail set
in fatal stabbing

A Pala tine man was sentenced
Frida y to 1 year in prison f or acci-
dentall y shooting a friend in the
face last year as they pla yed with a
handgun at a par ty.

Aur elio Diaz, 20, of the 700 b lock
of East Inde pendence Dri ve was
convicted of aggrava ted battery
with a fir ear m in Mar ch in R oll-
ing Meadows branch cour t. Cook
County Cir cuit J udge John Scotil-
lo reduced the conviction to r eck-
less conduct after a defense a ttor-
ney argued during a post-trial
hearing tha t Diaz did not intend
to shoot an yone. 

Diaz and friends w ere posing
for pictures with the gun, and Di-
az was pointing it when it dis-
charg ed, hitting a boy, 15, accord-
ing to testimony . The teen has par-
tial vision loss in his right ey e. 

Palatine man gets year 
in accidental shooting

Police are looking for a man
who r obbed a Wheaton bank F ri-
day morning. 

No one was injur ed during the
robbery , whic h occur r ed at 10:35
a.m. in West Suburban Bank, 295
West Loop Rd., police said.

The suspect ran w est. No w eap-
on was seen, b ut an unkno wn
amount of money was taken, po-
lice said in a news r elease.

Wheaton police and the FBI will
investigate.

The suspect is described as
white , 23 to 26 years old, 5-foot-11
to 6-foot-2 and about 210 pounds .
He was wearing a w hite shir t,
dar k baseball cap and a g ray ban-
danna across his f ace. The suspect
car ried a b lack cloth bac kpack.

Any one with an y inf ormation
may call Cmdr . Joseph Eversole a t
630-260-2161.

Cops seek suspect
in Wheaton bank heist

The Micr o Br ew and F ood Re-
view , a ªzero wasteº festi val fea-
turing beers from 15 Illinois
microbrew eries and f ood from lo-
cal r estaurants , will be held on
Oak Park's Marion Street fr om 3
to 7 p.m. Saturday.T he festi val, or-
ganiz ed by Seven Genera tions
Ahead and Do wnto wn Oak P ark,
will serve all food and drink with
utensils , pla tes and cups that ar e
compostab le or r ecyclable . An y
trash will be composted or r ecy-
cled.

Pr oceeds from the festi val will
benefit Se ven Genera tions
Ahead, an Oak P ark organization
tha t promotes sustaina ble li ving.

Tick ets for the festi val, w hich
will tak e place betw een Lak e
Str eet and North Boule var d, cost
$35 and ar e sold online at www .se-
vengenera tionsahead.org, and at
the festi val.

Oak Park brew festival
aims for `zero waste'
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